
COMMUNITY WELLBEING SCRUTINY PANEL 
 

Wednesday, 2 March 2011  (6:34 pm – 7:54 pm) 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Councillor Craig (Chair); Councillors Mrs Broadhurst, Cross, Mrs Hughes, 
Ingram, O'Sullivan and Mrs Sollitt 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors Broadhurst, Cabinet Member for Leisure, 
and Mrs Fraser, Cabinet Member for Health 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Grajewski and 
Councillor Smith, Cabinet Member for Communities 
 

________________________________________ 
 

RESOLVED ITEMS (SUBJECT TO QUESTIONS ONLY) 
 

1. MINUTES 
 
It was AGREED - 
  
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Panel held on 8 December 
2010 be confirmed and signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 
There were no declarations of interest in relation to items of business on 
the agenda. 
 

3. OLDER PEOPLE'S MENTAL HEALTH - PRE-CONSULTATION 
ENGAGEMENT (EXCLUDING PLANNING ISSUES) 
 
The Chair welcomed to the meeting David Higenbottam, Pamela 
Sorensen, Paul Hopper and Amanda Horsman, of the Hampshire 
Partnership NHS Foundation Trust; Diane Wilson, NHS Hampshire; and 
Dr John Gavin, GP Eastleigh District Lead.  
 
David Higenbottam thanked the Chair for the opportunity to speak to 
Members about the concerns of older people’s mental health. He advised 
that a further two seminars were to be held at West End Parish Hall on 4 
March 2011. 
 
Paul Hopper and Amanda Horsman gave a presentation to Members, 
explaining the history and details of their proposal, their current service 
model, engagement to date and the next steps. 
 
The majority of mental health disorders, such as depression and anxiety 
disorders, developed in hospital. Dementia was a common problem with 1 



in 4 people over the age of 80 diagnosed with the condition. Effective 
diagnosis and early intervention of improved support for people in crisis 
ensured a shorter stay in hospital. Improving care pathways and listening 
to patients who wanted treatment at home or were better supported where 
they lived, had led to an average of 70 in-patient beds remaining empty in 
the last six months which was not a good use of resources. 
 
An example of Andover’s ‘community model of care’ was presented to 
Members. It explained that a mental health ward had been closed. Their 
Community Mental Health Team (CMHT) had increased in size and 
capacity, and worked with other agencies and partners to provide care 
jointly within the community. 
 
The Hampshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust and NHS Hampshire 
planned to work together to build upon what had been learnt from the 
Andover model and proposed to take this forward for south Hampshire and 
Southampton with a formal consultation.  
 
The Chair thanked Paul Hopper and Amanda Horsman for their 
presentation and opened the meeting for discussion. 
 
A number of questions and comments were raised during the course of 
discussion including: 
 
Help for low income people that had to travel further afield to 
hospitals – The CMHT would initially go to a patients home. Further visits 
may be required after diagnosis but memory clinics and other excellent 
services may be local. There had been a reduction in beds over the last 30 
years and it made economic sense to close wards. Unfortunately there 
would always be a travel burden for some. 
 
Lone people being identified for help – Recognition of the problem was 
difficult but part of the solution was to make people aware. The CMHT 
stated that they had a duty to make assessments where concern was 
brought to their attention. 
 
Data protection where concern had been raised – Patient 
confidentiality was mandatory, however if concern was raised there were 
mechanisms in place that would trigger a doctor/patient consultation. 
 
Newtown House in Eastleigh – The re-vamped building had been 
brought to people’s attention and latest figures had shown that there had 
been increases in footfall through the doors seeking mental health support. 
Dr Gavin agreed that this was a good service however the southern 
parishes were still vulnerable. He went on to say that he felt that the 
Hampshire Partnership Trust could be better at liaising with local GP’s as 
he and other colleagues were not aware of their proposals. He was very 
concerned that the ‘savings’ from beds would be vied into a central budget 
and urged the Council to put mechanisms in place to secure these savings 
and ensure they were invested back into the local community. 



 
Facilities in Eastleigh taken away – There were two in-patient units, one 
in Millbrook, Southampton and another in Winchester, both in close 
proximity to acute hospitals. These units were better equipped, more 
secure and a better environment for patients. 
 
Newtown House visit - Amanda Horsman advised that she would be 
more than happy to show Members around Newtown House and the 
services offered. 
 
Health care provision – Dr Gavin advised that 99% of people did not get 
treatment in hospital. He did sympathise with those that had to make 
journeys but thought the Council should concentrate on care in the 
community. As the Borough did not have an acute hospital in the area the 
Council should take the opportunity to develop a community effective 
service. 
 
Councillor Cathie Fraser, Cabinet Member for Health, advised that she 
was totally committed to seeing services built in the community; she had 
particular concerns for the southern parishes and would be reporting back 
to Hampshire County Council, with the comments from the meeting. 
 
The Chair thanked everyone for their contribution; it had been a very 
useful and thought provoking meeting. 
  
It was AGREED -     
 
That it be RECOMMENDED to Cabinet that Cabinet submit a request 
to the NHS/PCT that savings made from the closure of mental health 
beds be put back into local communities to support patients and 
carers. 
 

4. FORWARD PLAN 
 
The Chair informed the Panel that this was the last meeting of the 
Community Wellbeing Scrutiny Panel following a report to Council on 
Thursday 24 February 2011 recommending that the Scrutiny Panels be 
reduced from four to two.  The new Scrutiny Panel would combine 
Community Wellbeing with Environment and renamed Policy and 
Performance. The first meeting would be on 29 June 2011. 
 
The Chair went on to thank Members for their support, time and questions 
and wished Councillor June Hughes the very best in her retirement. 
 

5. PROPOSED WORK PROGRAMME - TO AGREE ITEMS FOR FUTURE 
MEETINGS. 
 
This item was not discussed due to the disbandment of the Scrutiny Panel. 
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